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Late Night Fire afwo Luxury | Ex-Cong leader Sajja
Kumar appears befor

Hotels Sends Mu

Frenzy; Probe Ordered

centre, spread in an areaause of the blaze will b
of 2,000 sq ft, and it wasascertained after
doused by 1 am, he said.inquiry.

incidents were In another incident, a The two incidents com
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Fire
reported in two city- blaze erupted at thfzal
based hotels, includingHotel located

late Wednesday night, Mumbai, another official
officials said. said. The fire brigade go

No casualties have beena call about the blazepeople were killed an
reported in the incidents, around 11.37 pm. Fire nearly 175 others injure

they saidA fire broke out tenders were rushed t
at a high-end shoppingthe spot and the flame!

near government-run ESI
the luxury hotel Trident, Mazgaon Circle in south Kamgar Hospital at Maro|

mbai Into : ;
Delhi courtin 1984

anti-Sikh riots case
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aj order

on

its
him

court in
convicting
December 17.

days after a fire at the Former Congress leadefThe court adjourned th

in suburbanAndheri on
tMonday in which nin

Thursday in a 1984 anti-was unavailable.

- another riots case by theKkumar, Brahmanand
oMaharashtra  Chief high court here. Gupta and/ed Prakash —
sMinister Devendra Kumar surrendered hisare facing trial on charge

centre on the ground were extinguished by 1.15Fadnavis had on Tuesdaymobile phone before theof murder and rioting|

floor of the Trident Hotel am, he said.
in south Mumbai at 11.04 Some electric wiring,

pm, afire brigade official chimney and items in theUnion Labour Ministry

said Thursday hotel's kitchen were

The blaze was confineddamaged in the fire, hecompensation for it
to a shop in the shoppingsaid, adding that the victims.

ordered a probe in thecourt following the pertaining to the killing of
hospital fire and the directions of the high Surjit Singh in Sultanpuri]

announce

Delhi Can Feerhe Chill.

BJPsTally in Hindi Heartland
Could Plummet by 70% in 20
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New Delhi, Dec. 20 the 65 Lok Sabha seats

the three heartland statesseats. If the alliance wi

There is unanimity that thethat elected new stat

keen contest resulting in agovernments recently account, the party held 7

photo finish in Madhya Based on its curren
Pradesh and Rajasthamerformance, the fall will
has thrown open the racédbe dramatic.
for 2019. It makes senseanalysis shows
therefore, to examinenumber of BJP seat

electoral statistics fromwould come down to 18 reducing the BJRally.
the past and visualise(10 from Madhya Pradesh, The party expects to gaj
eight from Rajasthan andseats in eastern India, b

emerging trends.
Needless to say that innone from Chhattisgarh)
addition to the two states,It has been argued
Chhattisgarh — in which especially by
the Bharatiya Janata Partysupporters or those wh

(BJP) lost too — is part of believe that Modi still has engaging figures: sind
the Hindi heartland of the capacity to personally 1996, when the coalitio
his party to era set in, the combing

north India. Itis one of the bolster
two regions that propelledprevious levels, that thes:

Narendra Modi to power elections were fought on Congress has rangg

in 2014. When we talk local issuesA campaign

about the Hindi heartland,rooted in the argument of 326 (2014). The ga

it refers to ten states —Modi and prime minister’
Himachal

Haryana, Rajasthan,of akhichdi’ would gain
Uttarakhand, Delhi, acceptability
Madhya

Chhattisgarh, Bihar verdict in BJPS favour
Jharkhand, Uttar Pradeshhey say

and the UniofTerritory of Yet, these states thric
Chandigarh. voted in

separate region, the twoelections  following

other states in northernassembly polls in 2003-04, BJP and the Congress 3

India — Punjab and Jammuw2008-09 and 2013-14. O

& Kashmir — have to be the basis of the currentreach a tally in the rang
treated separately whilepolitical narrative, the BJP of 280 to 330, leaving thy

discussing politics in aappears unlikely to alte
general framework. Butthe narrative that resulte

within the context of the in major losses for the while weighing possibl¢
BJPS performance in 2014,party in rural and urban outcomes and the natu

these can also be clubbedreas.

with the heartland regionlt is unlikely that voter
for calculations in the run sentiment will remain
up to 2019 polls. unaltered in the othe
These dozen states andHindi speaking states. §t'
the lone UT account for apossible that the BJP wil
total of 245 Lok Sahawitness nearly a 709

seats, of which the BJPerosion in its seats held.

won 196 in 2014. In If these calculations tur
addition, if you add the out to be true in 2019, thi
seats won by its allies inBJPS tally in these state
Bihar and UPthe total is a will fall from 196 to 59 — a
difficult to repeat 211. loss of 137 seats. Theg
Essentiallyin this block of seats would be mainl
states — which electspicked up by the|
almost 45% of Lok SabhaCongress, BSP-SP-RLI]
members — the BJB’ combine in UPRJD in
opponents won just 34Bihar and a few bAAP
seats at the height of then Delhi.

“Narendra Modiwave”. Because the bulk of sea]
On the basis of seats wonthat the BJP may lose i
the vote shares of the BJRikely to be picked up b
and the Congress in thehe Congress, it woul
recent assembly polls anddramatically alter its|
most importantly the leveraging capacit
swing away from the BJPamong opposition partieg
from the levels of the 2013DMK president M.K.
assembly elections (7%-Stalin perhaps recognise
9%) and 2014 Lok Sabhathis and floated the ide:
elections (14%-17%), it is of Rahul Gandhi as prim
certain that there would beminister

significant fall in the BJ® The BJPS performance in
tally in these states. western India was als

Media bury the hatchet, th
the alliance is expected ft

BJP elsewhere.

Pradesh,versus ‘someone at helmnarrowest in 2004. Th|

among the Congress bagged 1
Pradesh,voters and swing the and went on to form th)

the same altered — leading t
Although not really a direction inthe Lok Sabha reconfiguration of th

Temperature Dip§o 4
Degree Celsius
If the air quality index is i

cy
Delhi, Dec. 20
the range of 51 to 100, it

The people of Delhi woke considered satisfactor

at319.

In 2014, the BJP won 62 of superlative in 2014. On itsup to a chilly morning on 101-200 is moderate arn

inown, the BJP secured $3rhursday with the minimum 201-300 falls under th
temperature dipping to 4 category of pooB00-400 is|
odegree Celsius, the lowestonsidered ‘very poor’ an|
20 farin the cityin the next 401-500 falls under th
gwo days, the temperaturecategory ‘hazardous’.
yis likely to drop to four With the minimum
edegree Celsius, accordingtemperature falling, ther
oto India Meteorological will be additional moisturg
rDepartment forecast. in Delhi’s air, mainly
“The minimum temperature because of a cold wave a|
nwas recorded at 4 degreeground frost condition
uCelsius, four notches belowover some parts d
the seasor’ average. It is northwest India.
2ghe lowest temperature“Winds are again becomir)
recorded so far in this partially favourabe for th
ofmonth,” the official of the dispersion. Moist air from
edepartment said IGP-region is continuousl
NnWhile the mornings bring passing over Dells’ cool
cthe chill and fog, the dayssurface by advection ai
care expected to be warmewill lead to moderate
dvith the maximum advection fog,” say:
dtemperature likely to hover SAFAR.
paround 22 degree Celsius. Delhi must avoid prolonge
s“The skies will remain clear or heavy exertion, says tl
eand the maximum research body in a
leemperature is expected tcadvisory
Ahover around 22 degrees'Go for a shortwalk instea
eCelsius,” the weathermanof a jog and take mor
said. breaks. Stop any activi
I The humidity level recorded level if you experience an
at 8.30 am was 94 per centunusual coughing, che
0 he said. discomfort, wheezing
On Wednesday the breathing dificulty, or
eminimum temperature fatigue. If the room ha!
reettled at 5.2 degreeswindows, close them,” thi
0 Celsius, while the maximum advisory reads.
etemperature was recorded alt also advises people {
©22.3 degrees Celsius. avoid burning wood
sAccording to the candles or incense. “If th
,government-run System ofair conditioner provide:
2 Air Quality andWeather fresh air intake option, keg
ré&-orecastindAnd Research that closed. Keep the roo)
it(SAFAR), the overall air clean - don’t vacuum. D
quality index of Delhi wet mopping to reduc
dcontinues to be “very poor” dust,” says the advisory

eShiv Sena is taken in
t of the 78 seats. Even if tl

two parties eventuall

ssuffer losses, furthe

.it is unlikely to

,compensate for lossg

oThis brings another set

eseats of the BJP al
between 283 (2004) a
between the two wag
BJP won 138 seats, whi
government.
Unless the political
enarrative is significantl
electoral equation — th

ncollectively expected t

r rest to the regional partie
din the coming monthsg

of the next government,

would be important t

keep these figures in min|
r

. Arvind Kejriwal, Vijay Goel Clash Or
5 Twitter Over “Deletion” OiVoters

sAgency
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eAAP chief Arvind

misguiding Delhi people. leadership has bee|
Chief Electoral Officer accusing the BJP 0
report- names deletedgetting deleted over 3
Kejriwal and Union due to death or changelakh  votes since
minister Vijay Goel inaddress. The voter list Assembly elections in
Dcrossed swords ondoes not maintain casteDelhiin 2015.
Wednesday over allegeddata,” Mr Goel tweeted The party leaders als|
mass deletion of votersin Hindi. alleged that most of th
from the citys electoral The AAP chief hit back deleted names belonge
dist, with Delhi chief withatweet: “\jay jiwe to Purvanchali and Bani
lsminister alleging that got list of deleted names community in Delhi.
votes of Purvanchalis by forcing the Election Earlier this month, the
and traders were deletedCommission.We are two parties had locke
at the behest of the BJP speaking on the basis ofhorns over the issue wit]
Mr Goel fired the first that list. The list is Kejriwal saying the
j.salvo, tweeting that the already with you traders communit
“lie” of the Arvind because you peoplewould not vote for the
Kejriwal government on have got the namesBJP because they we
adeletion of votes in Delhi deleted. Count the angry with the party
ewas “exposed”. surnames of Mr Goel had hit back
“The lie of Arvind Puravanchalis and chaging that theAAP
Kejriwal government is Banias in the list.” was “fooling” the Bania
pexposed. Stop The Aam Aadmi Party community in Delhi.

Sajjan Kumar appearedmatter for January 22 afte
before a Delhi court he said his main counse

Sikh riots case, three daysn the case before the trig
after he was convicted incourt, three persons —
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AMU students march to mourn
e civilian killings in Kashmir

placards which said march from the Maulana
‘Kashmir is Bleeding’, 'No Azad Library which
More Hate’ and ‘Respect culminated at the Baab-e-
Students of theAligarh  Human Rights’. Syed gate.
Muslim University held a The seven civilians died Later, president of the
candle light peace marchin south Kashmis AMU Students Union
to protest against thePulwama district on Salman Imtiaz handed
recent killing of seven December 15 when overamemorandum to the
e civilians in Jammu and security forces allegedly district  authorities,
rKashmirs Pulwama opened fire at an unruly addressed to  the
| district. crowd that tried to storm President of India, stating
The students, led by the site of an encounter inthat it is now imperative
lleaders of theAMU  which three militants and that the situation in the
- Students Union, anArmy man were killed, KashmirValley should be
Wednesday evening worepolice had said. urgently prevented from
black bands and carriedThe students began theirdeteriorating further
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Genpact Senior Executive Commits
Suicide in Noid&\fter Colleagues
Accuse Him of Sexual Harassment

submit his identity card
and laptop till the inquiry
against him was
A 35-year-old assistant complete,” an officer said. anything. | know the
vice-president at Genpact,Swaroop was with world will understand it
swho was facing Genpact since 2007. He but you and our families
;allegations of sexual started working there as should trust me. The
charassment at hisa process developer andallegations are baseless.
gworkplace, committed became a senior managerBut the entire Genpact will
suicide at his Noida in 2015. He was gradually know about it. Hence, |
dresidence ofThursday ~ promoted to the post of don’t have the courage to
gPolice said victim assistant vice-president. face everyone. | want you
Swaroop Raj was found The police also found a to be strong and live your
hanging by his wife of two suicide note, which life with whole respect as
eyears and she informedSwaroop had reportedly your husband has not
them about the incident. written for his wife where done anything. | am going
They said Swaroop washe said he would not be as everyone will look at me
ndemporarily suspendedable to face the world as with that eye even if | come
s from the company “everyone willlook atme clean,” the letter read.
fpending investigation with that eye even if | Police said Swaroop’
into the allegations come clean”. body was sent for
glevelled against him by “I want to let you know postmortem and the family
e two employees. “The how much I love you. | had not yet blamed
company had asked him tohave an allegation by two anyone for the suicide.

of the employees on
sexual harassment and
trust me | didn’t do
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‘ Indian SudentsWorkersTo Benefit
'From UK's Post-BrexiVisa Srategy

eAgency
nLondon, Dec. 20

Under the new proposals,government and it is
an annual cap of 20,700 onwelcome that this paper
the number of skilled work recognises the value that
dThe UK government hasvisas issued will be skilled workers from
ereleased a White Paper oremoved, likely to benefit overseas can bring to
its post-Brexit visas and doctors and IT helping improve the UK
/immigration strategyvhich  professionals from India, skills base,” he said.
sis expected to benefitamong others. There will Under changes proposed
, Indian students andalso be a new 12-monthto attract international
professionals as it focusesvisa route for workers at students to the UK, the
son skills rather than any skill level for a government said it would
gcountry of origin. temporary period to allow “improve the current
The UK’s future skills- businesses to hire the staffoffer” to those who have
obased immigration system,they need on a time-boundcompleted a degree who
tabled in the House of basis. want to stay on in the UK
ieCommons onWednesday “People arriving on this to work after they have
5 by UK Home Secretary route will not be able to completed their studies
pSajid Javid, removes anybring family members with by offering six months’
ntap on highly-skilled them, won't accrue rights post-study leave to all
0 migrants from anywhere in to settle in the UK and will Masters students and
gthe world and improves thehave a 12-month cooling Bachelofs  students
post-study work offering off period once their visa studying at an institution
for international students. expires,” the UK Home with degree-awarding
The proposals, set to beOffice said. powers. This is aimed at
hased in from DecemberThe onerous requirementgiving them more time to
021 after the proposedfor labour market tests by find permanent skilled
transition period for employers wanting to work and to work
Britain’s exit from the sponsor an overseastemporarily during that
European Union (EU), claim skilled worker are also to period.
nto level the countrys be done away with. “We will also allow for
fimmigration playing field The plans were broadly students studying at
PDwith the end of free welcomed by the Bachelois level or above
movement for people from Confederation of Indian to be able to apply to
within the 28-member Industry (Cll), which said switch into the skilled
economic bloc. the White Paper workers route up to three
p“As we leave the Europeanrecognises the value months before the end of
e Union, free movement will offered by skilled workers their murse in the UK, and
cend...This will be a systemfrom countries like India.  from outside of the UK for
awhere it is workers’ skills “Indian Industry has long two years after their
that mattey not which called for a fairtransparent graduation,” the White
country they come from,” and skills-based Paper notes.
d British Prime Minister immigration system, and Universities UK
hTheresa May said in hertoday’s proposals go some International, the
foreword to the strategy way to achieving these representative group for the
“We are taking a skills- goals,” said Jim Bligh, of countrys higher education
based approach to ensur&ata Consultancy Servicesinstitutions which has been
ave can attract the brightes{TCS) and Chair of CI§ campaigning for a better
and best migrants to theUK India Business Forum. post-study der, said the
UK,” added Mr Javid, who “Tackling the UK3 skills proposals recognise the
made a reference to his owrgaps, particularly in digital important contributions
Pakistani origins as theand technology must made by international
“son of immigrant parents”. remain a key focus for students to the UK.
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